
Statement to Climate Emergency Sustainability Policy Development and Scrutiny  Panel  

From Councillor Joel Hirst – Odd Down ward & Trustee of Odd Down Community Association 

My statement is with respect to bus services and in particular for the residents of Odd Down 

1. I note that the recent COP27 has taken place and one of the key things we as a world, 
country, county and council need to do is to improve public transport and reduce car usage. 
If we have any chance of meeting our obligations to meet net zero ambitions –to protect our 
world, our communities and our future generations from calamity we need to reduce car 
usage. Indeed we know the Council’s target is to reduce Car Usage by 25% 

2. Currently in the UK, in the West of England, in Bath and NE Somerset we are going 
backwards on the ambition of improved public transport and we need to do much better 

Odd Down residents want a decent bus service with decent bus shelters. It makes sense on so many 
levels. 

Currently Odd Down has faced: 

1. A reduction in frequency and reliability of all buses including the number 4 bus. For people 
going to the RUH –this is causing significant problems – for workers and  patients 

2. A cancellation of the Odd Down RUH Park and Ride number 42 
3. The removal of the Odd Down bus stop from town to Odd Down –from the bus station to a 

dark layby without shelter and a bench facing the wrong way! My residents have been put 
out in the cold & rain (over 20 this Saturday) 

For people going to the RUH –this is causing significant problems – for workers and  patients 

Enough is enough 

We as a Council need to use our influence on WECA, on National Government and on First Bus to do 
much better. I know that thanks is due to Cllr Sarah Warren who has been working hard with her 
team to influence both WECA and government and in particular has been trying to forge a local 
alliance for action 

My requests to the Cabinet at BaNES Council on behalf of Odd Down Residents is simple: 

1. Redouble our efforts to improve the bus service and lobby much harder on all levels 
2. Bring the number 4 bus stop from the centre - back into the bus station for Odd Down 

residents 
3. Use all our influence to bring back the Odd Down RUH Park and Ride and make it a protected 

route 

 

I would like the Cabinet lead to respond fully in writing to me on the Odd Down residents’ concerns 
about the deterioration is bus services to Odd Down


